Prophecy Sessions

May 22, and 23, 2015

Eschatology Introduction — (D. Riggins)
The Giants of our World — (R. Osei)

ISIS and the ancient Assyrians — (D. Riggins)
Mingle with the Seed of Men — (R. Osei)

The Mystery of the Shemitah — (D. Riggins)

The Most Important Passage for Christians today — (D. Riggins)
Q&A - Bible Prophecy
Round Table Discussions - The After Life - (D. Riggins & Richard Osei)

JUST ANOTHER WATCHMEN
by: Richard Osei And Dekoven Riggins




Eschatology

End Time Prophecy

1 Chronicles 12:32: From the tribe of Issachar, there were 200
leaders of the tribe with their relatives. All these men understood the
signs of the times and knew the best course for Israel to take.




Why Study Prophecy?

Isa. 41

° 21“Pregent your case,” says the LORD.
“Set forth your arguments,” says Jacob’s King.
22<“Tell us, you idols,
what is going to happen.
Tell us what the former things were,
so that we may consider them
and know their final outcome.
Or declare to us the things to come,
23 tell us what the future holds,
so we may know that you are gods.
Do something, whether good or bad,
so that we will be dismayed and filled with fear.




Why Study Prophecy?

Isa. 42:9, “See, the former things have taken place,
and new things I declare;
before they spring into being

9%

I announce them to you..




Why Study Prophecy?

Isa. 45:21, “Declare what 1s to be, present it—
let them take counsel together.
Who foretold this long ago,
who declared it from the distant past?
Wias it not I, the LORD?
And there is no God apart from me,
a righteous God and a Savior;
there is none but me.”




Why Study Prophecy?

Is. 46:9-10, “Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, Declaring the end
from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done,
Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure.”




Why Study Prophecy?

John 16

1T have told you these things so that you won’t abandon your faith. 2For
you will be expelled from the synagogues, and the time is coming when
those who kill you will think they are doing a holy service for God. 3This
is because they have never known the Father or me. 4Yes, I'm telling you
these things now, so that when they happen, you will remember my
warning. I didn’t tell you earlier because I was going to be with you for a
while longer.




Why Study Prophecy?

Matthew 16

2But He replied to them, “I’'\When it is evening, you say, ‘I# will
be fair weather, for the sky is red.” ® And in the morning, “There will

be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening” Do you
know how to discern the [“lappearance of the sky,
but cannot discern the signs of the times?




Why Study Prophecy?

Revelation 19:10: “And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See
thon do it not: 1 am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony

of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.”




Why Study Prophecy?

2 Peter 1:19

“We have also a more sure word of

prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:”




Why Study Prophecy?

2Tim 4

8 And now the prize awaits me—the crown of
rigchteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
oive me on the day of his return. And the prize is not

just for me but for all who eagerly look forward
to his appearing.




How to study Prophecy

Keep 1n mind...

®* The focus of the End is on the Middle East

» Israel and the surrounding nations

» Particularly Jerusalem




How to study Prophecy

Keep in mind...
* The Jewish mindset of prophecy is cyclical.
Example:

® The sacrifice of Isaac in Gen. 22 was a picture of what was to come
through God the Father giving His only Son Jesus to be sacrificed.




How to Interpret Scripture

* 2 Peter 1:20: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy
of the scripture is of any private interpretation.”




How to Interpret Scripture

* 2 Corinthians 13:1: “This zs the third #me I am
coming to you. In the mouth of two or three
witnesses shall every word be established.”




Wide Variety ot Interpretations

Highly Symbolic Language
° Symbols = open to vastly different understandings
* Presuppositions about Biblical Eschatology:
* Literal: Predicts the future, the coming End of the World
* Historical: Reflects persecutions faced by Early Christians

* Theological: Describes timeless conflict: Good vs. Evil

Ex: When is Millennium vis-a-vis Parousia?

* Pre-millennialism / “Catastrophic” - 1000-year rei%n of peace will come only after the
r_e?t tribulation and the return of Jesus; believers must be prepared to endure difticult
rials

Post-millennialism / “Progressive” - 1000-year reign of peace must be established on
earth by human beings and societies; Jesus will return only after that is accomplished

A-millennialism — 1000-year reign of Rev 20 is not literal,
but purely symbolic; when Jesus returns cannot be predicted




Wide Variety ot Interpretations

Pre-millennialism

Pre-Tribulation

" Jesus removes the Church
before the tribulation.

Mid-Tribulation

" Jesus removes the Church
in the middle of the
tribulation.

Post-Tribulation

" Jesus removes the Church
at the end of the
tribulation.




How the Church Got Away
From Bible Prophecy




Richard Osei



2 TIMOTHY 2:15

«15 Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.



JESUS' REFERENCES T0 OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

=Man shall not live by bread alone (Matthew 4: 4, NK]JV,
c.f. Luke 4:4) --> (Deuteronomy 8:3)

=You shall not tempt the LORD your God. (Matthew 4:7;
cf. Luke 4:12) --> (Deuteronomy 6:16)

=You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only
(Matthew 4:10, cf. Luke 4:8) --> (Deuteronomy 6:13)

=The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me (Luke 4:17-19)
--> (Isalah 61:1-2)



JESUS' REFERENCES TO OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

* You shall not murder. (Matthew 5:21) --> (Exodus 20:13)

You shall not commit adultery (Matthew 5:27) --> (Exodus
20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18)

(Matthew 5:31) --> (Deuteronomy 24:1-4)

](-)Matthew 5:33) --> Lev1tlcus 19:12) (Numbers 30:2; cf.
euteronomy 23:2

](-)Matthew 5:38) --> (Exodus 21:23-25; cf. Leviticus 24:19-20,
euteronomy 19:21

(Matthew 9:13, cf. Matthew 12:7) --> (Hosea 6:6)

(Matthew 10:35, 36, cf. Luke 12:52, 53) --> (Micah 7:6)
(Matthew 11:10; cf. Luke 7:27) --> (Malachi 3:1)

gl\él)atthew 13:14, 15, cf. Mark 4:11-13, Luke 8:10) --> (Isaiah 6:9-

gl\l/lait%wnew 15:3, 4; cf. Mark 7:10) --> (Exodus 20:12, cf Exodus

(Matthew 15:7-9, cf. Mark 7:6, 7) --> (Isaiah 29:13)
(Matthew 19:4-6, cf. Mark 10:6-8) --> (Genesis 2:24)

éMatthew 19:17-20, cf. Mark 10:19, Luke 18:20) --> (Exodus
0:12-16, cf. Deuteronomys 16-20, Leviticus 19:1 8)

Matthew 21:13, cf. Mark 11:17, Luke 19:46) --> (Isaiah 56:7)
eremiah 7:11)

(Matthew 21: 16b) --> (Psalm 8:2)

gMatthew 21:42, cf. Mark 12:10, 11, Luke 20:17) --> (Psalm
18:22, 23)

Matthew 22:31-32, cf. Mark 12:26, 27, Luke 20:37-38) -->
Exodus 3:6)

(Matthew 22:37-39) --> (Deuteronomy 6:5, cf. Leviticus 19:18)

gl\lllgtfl)lew 22:43, 44, cf. Mark 12:36, Luke 20:42, 43) --> (Psalm

(Matthew 23:38-39, cf. Luke 13:35) --> (Psalm 118:26)
(Matthew 24:15, 16) --> (Daniel 9:27, cf. Daniel 11:31, 12:11)
(Matthew 26:31, cf. Mark 14:27) --> (Zechariah 13:7)

(Luke 22:37) --> (Isaiah 53:12)

(Matthew 27:46, cf. Mark 15:34) --> (Psalm 22:1)

(John 6:45) --> (Isaiah 54:13)

(John 8:17) --> (Deuteronomy 17:6, cf. Deuteronomy 19:15)
(John 10:34) --> (Psalm 82:6)

(John 13:18) --> (Psalm 41:9)

(John 15:25) --> (Psalm 35:19, cf. Psalm 69:4)



JESUS' REFERENCES TO OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES
lMatthew 12:39-40

But He answered and said to them, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will
be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.

l[M[atthew 24:15

=15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in
the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand),



MATTHEW 24:31

=But as the days of Noah were,
so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.

=Business as usual?

*The world would be like the
time of Noah?



GENESIS 6 —“SONS OF GOD”

=And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the
face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,
2That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they
were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.

= DMPNN )2 Bene HaElohim = angels
=OT: Job 1:6, 2:21, 38:7

=NT: Luke 20:36

=Book of Enoch

=Septuagint (LXX) (70 scholars Translation)

= DTN D)1 Benoth Adam “Daughters of Adam”



GENESIS 6:4

=1There were Nephilim (giants) in the earth in those days; and also
after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of
men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty
men which were of old, men of renown.

= 0Py Nephilim: “the fallen ones”
= Nephal: “ to fall, be cast down, to fall away, desert”
= HaGibborim: “the mighty ones”
= Septuagint (Greek) LXX:
= Glgantes = “glants?”
= Gigas = “earth-born”

= In Hebrew they are call the *“the fallen once” and in Greek “earth
born”



GENESIS 6:9

=This 1s the genealogy of Noah. Noah
was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God.

= pOwIN tamiym - perfect = “without

blemish, sound, healthful, without spot,
unimpaired”

*Noah genealogy was without blemish



JUDE 1:6-1

6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness
unto the judgment of the great day.  Even as
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about
them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are
set forth for an example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire.



2 PETER 2:4-5

=4For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down
to Tartarus (hell), and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment;

=5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of
the ungodly;

= Tartarus (hell) — does not appear any where else in the bible
» Greek term for dark abode of woe
= Pit of darkness in the unseen world

 Homer’s Iliad:
= ‘. ..as far below hades as the earth is below heaven ...”



GREEK TITANS

=Partly terrestrial; partly celestial
"Rebelled against their father Uranus

=After prolonged contest were defeated by
Zeus and condemned into Tartarus

*The legends of the ancient Greeks
embody the truth of what really happen in

the past, that there were strange creatures
(Titans — Zeus, Atlis, Herculis)



ANCIENT LEGENDS

=Sumer Persia

=Assyria Greece

Egypt India

=Incas Bolivia

=Mayan South Sea Islands

=Gilgamesh  American Indians

Legends of the star people (came down and
have children with women)


















“LINE OF SETH” VIEW

= “Sons of God” ~ Sethite Leadership?

= “Daughters of Adam” ~ Daughters of Cain?
= Sin = failure to maintain separation?

= Nephilim = ?

= Celsus and Julian the Apostate used traditional belief to attack
Christianity

= Julius Africanus resorted to the Sethite theory as more comfortable
ground

= Cyril of Alexandria used it to repudiate the orthodox position
= Augustine embraced the Sethite theory
= Prevailed into the Middle Ages



TEXT ITSELE

= “Sons of God” never used of believers in the Old Testament
= Seth was not God; Cain was not Adam
* (No mention of the “daughters of Elohim”)

= All flesh corrupted

= 1250 God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh
had corrupted their way on the earth. (Gen. 6:12)

= Why did the Sethites perish in the flood?
= Enosh, Seth’s son, initiated the defiance of God

= Genesis 4:26 ““ the men began to profane the name of the Lord”
= Began to pronfane (instead of “ began to call on”

= -Supported by Targum of Onkelos | Targum of Jonathan | Kimchi, Rashi,
et all | Jerome | Maimonides, Commentary on the Mishnah, 1168 Ad



THE UNNETURAL OFFSPRING
-Nephilim = ?

=Supernatural offspring: “Mighty men”

What made Noah’s genealogy so
distinctive? (Gen. 6:9) — no
contamination



NEW TESTAMENT CONFIRMATION
““In the mouth of 2 or 3 witnesses...”
"Jude 6-5
=] Peter 3:19-20
=2 Peter 2:4-5
=—- even the unique use of “Tartarus”



“ANGEL” VIEW: B.C.

=Traditional Rabbinical literature
*Book of Enoch (274 Century BC)
=Josephus Flavius

=Septugint

=Church Fathers
=Philo of Alexandria Tertullian
=Justin Martyr Lactantius
=[renaeus Amrose

=Athenagoras Julian



NEPHILIM AGAIN

«33 And there we saw the giants, the
sons of Anak, which come of the
glants: and we were 1n our own sight
as grasshoppers, and so we were in

their sight. (Numbers 13:33)



WHO BUILT THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS?

*The Great Pyramid at Giza?
=Stonehenge 1n Britain?
=The *Circle of the Rephaim™?












GILGAL REPHAIM - “THE CIRCLE OF REPHAIM”

=5 Circles including 20-ton stones (Diameter =
155 meters)

Dated: 3000 BC

=Build on flat plateau; only visible from above
=10 miles from Asteroth-Karnaim

=Gen. 14:5;Josh 12:4; 1 Chron. 6:71



POST-FLOOD NEPHILIM

= “_..also after that ...” Genesis 6:4
= Raphaim, Emim, Horim, Zamsummim Gen. 14, 14

= Arba, Anak and his 7 sons (Anakim), encountered in Canaan:Num.
13:33

= Og, King of Bashan: Deut. 3:11, Joshua 12
= Goliath and his 4 brothers 2 Sam 21:16-22, 1 Chron. 20:4-8

= An Enigma

= What does the Golan Heights, Hebron, and the Gaza Strip have in
common?

= They were the areas that Joshua failed to exterminate the
Raphaim (Joshua 15:14, et al.)



OUR WARFARE (EPHESIANS 6:12)

=For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
=Against principalities,
=Against powers,

=Against the rulers of the darkness of this
world,

=Against spiritual wickedness in high places



OUR ARMOR: EPHESIANS 6

=Girded with Truth
=Breastplate of Righteousness
=Feet shod with preparation
=Shield of Faith

=Helmet of Salvation

=Sword of the Spirit

Our Heavy Artillery: Prayer
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Micah 5:6

Isaiah 33:8




LI TP HCAUOULNS

Micah 5:5

Nahum 1:12
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Isaiah 30:31-32







Richard Osei



2 TIMOTHY 2:15

«15Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.



THE GENESIS PROPHECY AND THE TWO SEEDS

«15 And [ will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,

And you shall bruise His heel.”
(Genesis 3:15)



AGE OF HYBRIDS

=Transhumanism

= Four Accelerating Technologies

= The Challenges and the Dangers
=Alien Visitations?

= Nephelim: Genesis 6 and "After that..."

= "Days of Noah" and the Coming of the
Son fo Man?



TRANSHUMANISM

=Accelerating Convergence of Technologies
=  Genetics & Microbilogy

= Robotics

= Nanotechnologies

= Artificial Intelligence

=Aspirations & Priorities

Dangers



TEMPERING WITH THE ENGINES OF CREATION

=The Myths of Yesterday
Becomes the Realities of
Tomorrow



EVERYTHING HAS BEEN INVENTED

Charles H. Duell was the
Commuissioner of US patent office
in 1899. Mr. Deull's most famous
attributed utterance is that
"everything that can be invented
has been invented."



ALBERT EINSTEIN FEARED



ISLAND OF DR. MOREAU?
=Animal-human hybrids in H.G. Wells 1896 novel

Hybrid animals are called chimeras:

=A mythical Greek creature with a lion's head, a
goat's body, and a serpent's tail.

= Scientists have created sheep that possess
human hearts and livers

= Pigs that have been born with human blood
=Altering genetic makeup: Pandora's Box?



0F MICE END MEN

= Scientists at the Salk Institute in San Diego recently engineered mice that
possess a small percentage of human brain cells.

: Scientists injected human embryonic stem cells into the brains of rodents
fetuses, resulting in the birth of mice with both human and rodent brain cells.

= One goal of the research is to make realistic models of neurological disorders
such as Parkinson's disease and Lou Gehrig's disease.

= [rving Wiessman, of Stanford university, and his team injected human neural
stem cells into mouse fetuses

= Weissman also helped make the first mouse with a nearly complete human
immune system

= Althogh the percentage of human brain cells in the existing mice is only about
1%, Weissman is considering making chimeric mice whose brain are made
entirely of human cells



GROWING CONCERNS

= Few safeguards against errors or abuse
= Cross-species implications

. Unknown disease or complications



TAMPERING WITH THE HUMAN GENOME

=Genetic Discovery

=Scientist at Johns Hopkins university have

discovered a gene in mice which controls
growth: GDF-8

=Growth/Differentiation Factors-8 (GDF-8)

= Disrupting GFD-8 yielded "supermice"
three times larger and much stronger (Nature,
Apring 30, 1997)



GENETICALLY ENGINEERED ATHLETES?

*H. Lee Sweeney at University of Pennsylvania was
investigating ways that gene therapy might help
people with muscular dystrophy, or elderly patients
whose muscle mass has dangerously declined

Sweedney created a synthetic gene that promotes an
insulin-like substance encouraging muscle cell
growth, and used a tiny virus to carry the gene into
the muscles of laboratory mice.

=The muscles grow 15 to 30 percent larger than
normal - even though the mice had no exercise.



GROWING CONCERNS

Few safeguards against errors or abuse
=Cross-species implications

=  Unknown diseases or complications
=Potential self-replicating mutations

= ...all impossible to fully anticipate

Few Regulatory or procedural disciplines

=  Small, intensely competitive laboratories
= Few government or established labs



GENETIC WEAPON TARGETING

= Genetic Weapon Targeting

="The free access to genetic sequence data for the human
genome and a large number of the genomes, including for
pathogenic microorganisms could pose a significant threat
if misused," (European Think Tank, Stockholm)

=Terrorist might develop a pathogen that could target a
specific ethnic group (Barbara Rosenberg, Scientists
Working Group, Biological and Chemical Weapons, Center
for Arms Control and Nonproliferation)



ROBOT WEAPONS PREDICTED IN THE BIBLE

= 9For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great
nations from the north country: and they shall set themselves in array against
her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert
man; none shall return in vain. (Jeremiah 50:9)

= their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man;

= In Hebrew - "as of a mighty expert”

= Characteristics of the arrow not the shooter

= sakal:

= to be prudent, be circumspect, wisely understand, prosper;
= Hiphil participle masculine singular absolute:

= to have insight; to give attention to, consider, ponder, be prudent; have
comprehension;



RS OF A MIGHTY EXPERT (JEREMIAH 50:9)

= Their arrows will be like skilled warriors who do not return empty-
handed. (NIV)

= Their arrows will be like a skilled warrior; they won’t miss their
targets (ISV)

= Their arrows will be like [a]an expert warrior Who does not return
empty-handed.(NASB)

= The intelligence is in the arrow: they can't miss.

=1.e., 'smart weapons'"; missiles, bombs, etc.

=\n khayts (arrows)

= lits, shot from engine of war; or shot from a bow by hand;

= LLX: a missile; or anything thrown, such as an arrow or javelin;






XM-25 — THE GRME CHANGER
= XM-25

= Coming to a war near you.

=The XM25 Counter Deilade Engagement
System has a roughly 2300 feet

= The rifle's gunsight uses a rangefinder to
exact distance to after which the soldier
can add or subtract up to 3 meters from
that distance to enable the bullet to
clear the barrier and explode above or
beside the target.

= Soldiers will be able to use them to
target snipers hidden in tranches rather
than calling in air strikes.



DIRECT HUMAN EXTENSIONS

=Supplementing the
Human Anatomy












NANOTECHENOLOGY

= Nanotechnology involves the manufacture and manipulation of
materials at the molecular or atomic level - the smallest things can
get.

n At that scale, materials are measured in nanometers or
billionths of a meter

L A sheet of paper, is comparison, is a whopping 100, 000
nanometers think

= The potential for Nano-materials could have enormous effect on
much of what we do, including developing drugs and deal with toxic
pollution

= Nano-materials already are used in at least 80 consumer products
made by U.S. companies (Small Times Magazine)



RRTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
=Artificial Intelligence

=Blurring the
distinctions between
Man and Machine































































SATAN'S DUET — REV. 13

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and
he spake as a dragon.

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them
which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men,

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power
to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an
image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should
both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in
their right hand, or in their foreheads:

17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the
number of his name.






60D'S LIMITED BOUNDARIES?

= Limits to Human Arrogance
= Genesis 11
= And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.

= 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of
Shinar; and they dwelt there.

= 3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had
brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.

= 4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and
let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

= 5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.

= 6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.

= 1Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one
another's speech.

= 850 the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off
to build the city.
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REFERENCES
=The Holy Bible

=Chuck Missler (Transhumanism)

=Douglas Hamp (Corrupting the Image)
*Rob Skiba (The Origin of the Nephilim)
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=

The land finally enjoyed its Sabbath rest
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THE MOST IMPORTANT PASSAGE IN
THE NEW TESTAMENT FOR TODAY

For the Church



OVERVIEW

* Did Jesus tell us exactly when He is coming back?

« The Passage

« The connected chain
v Our duty




THE RETURN OF THE KING

Did Jesus tell us exactly when He is coming back?
Yes!

Are there specific requirements before His return?
Yes!

[s the Church'’s responsibility being neglected?

Yes!




THE PASSAGE




THE PASSAGE

Matthew 23:37-39

- 37“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones God’s messengers! How often [ have wanted to gather
your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her
wings, but you wouldn’t let me. 38 And now, look, your house is

abandoned and desolate.ll 32 For I tell you this, you will
never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on the
one who comes in the name of the Lorp!’kl”




THE PASSAGE

Matthew 23:37-39

- 37“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones God’s messengers!

- Who is Jesus talking to specifically?

* Jewish leadership, specifically the Sanhedrin.




THE PASSAGE

What is the Sanhedrin?

= The ancient Jewish court system was called the Sanhedrin. The Great Sanhedrin was the
supreme religious body in the Land of Israel during the time of the Holy Temple. There
were also smaller religious Sanhedrins in every town in the Land of Israel, as well as a civil
political-democratic Sanhedrin.

= The Sanhedrin had no authority after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70
AD. They completely disband 425 AD.

= The have re-emerged as of 2004.




THE PASSAGE




THE PASSAGE

Matthew 23:37-39

- 39For I tell you this, you will never see me again until
you say, ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the
name of the Lorp!’lE]”



THE CONNECTED CHAIN




THE CONNECTED CHAIN

Hosea 5:15

« Then I will return to my place until they admit their guilt and turn to me.
For as soon as trouble comes, they will earnestly search for me.”

Zechariah 12:10

- 10“Then I will pour out a spiritl® of grace and prayer on the family of David
and on the people of Jerusalem. They will look on me whom they have
pierced and mourn for him as for an only son. They will grieve bitterly for
him as for a firstborn son who has died.




THE CONNECTED CHAIN

Micah 7:7-9

As for me, I look to the LORD for help.
[ wait confidently for God to save me,
and my God will certainly hear me.
8 Do not gloat over me, my enemies!
For though I fall, I will rise again.
Though I sit in darkness,
the LORD will be my light.
21 will be patient as the LORD punishes me,
for [ have sinned against him.
But after that, he will take up my case
and give me justice for all I have suffered from my enemies.
The LoRD will bring me into the light,
and I will see his righteousness.




THE CONNECTED CHAIN: OUR DUTY




THE CONNECTED CHAIN: OUR DUTY

Romans 11:13-14

- 13T am saying all this especially for you Gentiles. God has appointed me as
the apostle to the Gentiles. I stress this, * for I want somehow to make the
people of Israel jealous of what you Gentiles have, so [ might save some of

them.




THE CONNECTED CHAIN: OUR DUTY

Deuteronomy 32:21

- They have roused my jealousy by worshiping things that are not God;
they have provoked my anger with their useless idols.
Now I will rouse their jealousy through people who are not even a people;
[ will provoke their anger through the foolish Gentiles.




THE CONNECTED CHAIN: OUR DUTY

Things We Can Do!

v" Study and gain an understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament)

v" Celebrate God’s appointed times in light of what Jesus has done and will do

v Support Israel




THE KING SHALL RETURN

“The king has returned.”




What Happens When
You Die?

Sleep or Life



The After life

Luke 16

Y “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in
splendor every day. 2 And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 2! and
longing to be fed with the ¢rumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even the dogs were
coming and licking his sores. 22 Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s
bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. 22 In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and

*saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.

©



The After life

Luke 16

24 And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.”?® But Abraham said,
‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but
now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 And [!lbesides all this, between us and you there
is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able,

and that none may cross over from there to us.

©



The After life

Acts 7:54-56/59-60

54 The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen’s accusation, and they shook their fists
at him in rage.l%l % But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and
saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s right
hand. % And he told them, “Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand!”

59 As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lotd Jesus, receive my spirit.” ¢ He fell to
his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, he died.

o



The After life

Luke 23:46

46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I
COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” Having said this, He breathed His last.

o



The After life

1 Peter 3

8 For Christ also died for sins once for all, #e just

for #he unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having
been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in

the Pspirit; ¥ in [Chwhich also He went and made
proclamation to the spirits zow in prison, 2! who once were
disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the
days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which
a few, that 1s, eight persons, were brought safely

through #he IPlwater.

G



The After life

1 Peter 4

*In @/l this, they are surprised that you do not run with #hew into the same excesses of dissipation,
and they malign yox; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the
dead. ¢ For the gospel has for this purpose been bpreached even to those who are dead, that
though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to #he will of God.

©



The After life

Ephesians 4

"But to each one of us grace was given according to the
measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says:

“When He ascended on high,
He led captivity captive,
And gave gifts to men.”["]

? (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He
also firstlldescended into the lower parts of the earth? 1 He
who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the

heavens, that He might fill all things.)

o



The After life

Matthew 17

1 Six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and [@James and
John his brother, and *led them up on a high mountain by
themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His
tface shone like the sun, and His garments became as white
as light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them,
talking with Him.




The After life

2 Corinthians 5

8 Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these
earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord.

¢



Life after death — by Richard Osei

Luke 16:19-31 - The Rich Man and Lazarus

19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 2° But there
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 2! desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 2 And being in torments in Hades, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 2 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame.” 2 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 2¢ And besides all this, between us and you there is a
great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’

27“Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 8 for I have five brothers, that
he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.” 2 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; let them hear them.” 3 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.’ 3! But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise
from the dead.””

Similar parable

Luke 18:1-8 - The Parable of the Persistent Widow

Then He spoke a parable to them that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2 saying: “There was in a certain city
a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. * Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get
justice for me from my adversary.” * And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not
fear God nor regard man, 3 yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary
me.””  Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. ? And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day
and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 81 tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the
Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”

What is Abraham’s Bosom?

Death can be thought of as separation. Physical death is the separation of our body from our soul/spirit, while spiritual
death is the separation of our soul from God. Jesus taught that we ought not to fear physical death, but we should be most
concerned about spiritual death. As we read in Luke 12:4-5, Jesus also said, "And I say to you, My friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will show you whom you should fear:
Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!” Jesus’ use of the term
“Abraham’s bosom” was a part of His teaching to focus the minds of His hearers on the fact that our choices to seek God
or disregard Him here on earth literally affect where we spend eternity.

What and where is Paradise [Paradeiso]?

The only way to make sense of this is that, the righteous have always gone to paradise; the wicked have always gone to
hell. For right now, both paradise and hell are “temporary holding places” until the day when Jesus Christ comes back to
judge the world based on whether or not individuals have believed in Him.

43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you today, you will be with Me in Paradise.”

Luke 23:43

Paradise is the abode of Adam and Eve before the Fall in the biblical account of the Creation; the Garden of Eden

7“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”” (Rev. 2:7)

2 Corinthians 12:4
4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

13You were in Eden, the garden of God; ... Ezekiel 28:13
You used to be in Eden—  God’s paradise! (ISV)



He will make her wilderness like Eden.—interesting as showing Isaiah’s associate with Genesis 1-3. (Comp. Ezekiel 31:9;
Ezekiel 31:16; Ezekiel 36:35; Joel 2:3.) “Paradise” has already entered into the idea of future restoration (Revelation 2:7).

3 For the LORD will comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places;
He will make her wilderness like Eden, And her desert like the garden of the LORD;
Joy and gladness will be found in it, Thanksgiving and the voice of melody. (Isaiah 51:3)

Death being a sleep?

24 He said to them, “Make room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him. (Matt. 9:24)

3 When He came in, He said to them, “Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping.” (Mark
5:39)

52Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” 3* And they ridiculed Him,
knowing that she was dead. (Luke 8:52-53)

19So David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. (1 Kings 2:10)

16 And the LORD said to Moses: “Behold, you will rest with your fathers; and this people will rise and play the harlot with
the gods of the foreigners of the land, where they go to be among them, and they will forsake Me and break My covenant
which I have made with them. (Deut. 31:16)

43 Then Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in
his place. (1 Kings 11:43)

1 These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.”
12Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” '3 However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that
He was speaking about taking rest in sleep. !4 Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. (John 11:11-14)

80 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said
this, he fell asleep. (Acts 7:60)

¢ After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some
have fallen asleep. (1 Corin. 15:6)

15 As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness. (Psalm 17:15)
Psalms 90:3-6, Job 7:21, Job 14:10-12, Psalms 13:3, Daniel 12:2, Matthew 9:24, Mark 5:39, Luke 8:52-53, 1 Kings 2:10,
Deuteronomy 31:16, 2 Samuel 7:12, 1 Kings 11:43, 1 Kings 14:20, 1 Kings 16:6, 1 Kings 22:50, 2 Kings 14:16, 2 Kings
15:7, 2 Kings 16:20, 2 Kings 20:21, 2 Kings 21:18, Revelation 14:13, John 11:11-14, Acts 7:60, 1 Corinthians 15:6, John
5:28-29, Job 14:13-15, Psalms 17:15, Isaiah 26:19, Daniel 12:3, Luke 16:22-23, 1 Corinthians 15:20, 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18, Jeremiah 51:57, Psalms 7:3-5, Psalms 76:5, Jeremiah 51:39

8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians
5:8)

If everyone is already in Paradise (Heaven), who comes out of the grave when the trumpet sound?

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— $2in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (1
Corinthians 15:51-52)

13But [ do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as
others who have no hope. “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him
those who sleep in Jesus s For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. *For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 7 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17)

So in conclusion, death is sleep/rest and God, Jesus, Paul etc... said, and The Rich Man and Lazarus is a Parable
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